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medan law. He laid the foundation of just and ordered govern-
ment and accepted no 'presents' for himself. Nevertheless
criticism of some of his actions, together with personal spite and
jealousy, resulted in his being impeached before the House of
Commons on his return to England. His trial dragged on for no
less than seven years, In the end he was acquitted and to-day he is
universally recognised ^s one of the greatest builders of modern
India.

The period of exploitation was passing into the period of
trusteeship. The great 'humanitarian' movement, as it was called,
wa* gathering strength in England, and British conscience was
being awakened to the rights of man all over the world, regard-
less of colour or creed. The first campaign of the humanitarians
was against slavery; the next resulted in die taking over by Parlia-
ment of the supervision of the East India Company's administra-
tion in all but commercial affairs. *All political power which is
set over men*, said Burke, 'ought to be exercised ultimately for
their benefit. Its use is in die strictest seme a trust.' By the Act of
1784, introduced by the younger Pitt, that trust in India was in
future to be exercised through a Board of Control, whose presi-
dent became something like a Secretary of State.

Lord Cornwallis was made the first Governor-General under
the new order and continued die work of purifying the Com-
pany's administration. No longer do we hear tales of English
'Nabobs', comparatively young men returning from service in
the East India Company with large fortunes. In the new spirit of
trusteeship the new generation of officials were told that their task
was not to trade, but to be the agents of good government for the
prosperity and happiness of the people.

In 1813 Parliament decided that the Company was no longer
to have the monopoly of trade with India, and twenty years later,
in 1833, a new Act required it to close its commercial business
*with all convenient speed*. Private British subjects were then
allowed for the first time to settle in India if they wished. The
Company was no longer a Company in anything but name, but